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INTRODUCTION : 


The Regional Seminar to discuss the Discussion Document on National Curriculum 
Framework for School Education was organised by NCERT/RIE, Bbubaneswar in collaboration 
with State Council of Educational Research and Training, Government of West Bengal in 
Seminar Room No.1, 7th Floor D Block, Vidyut Bhawan, Salt Lake city, Calcutta during 11-12 
February, 2000. 84 paticipants drawn from Orissa and West Bengal participated in the seminar 
(Appendix 1). The participants includes eninent persons like Vice-Chancellor or their 
representatives, Ex-Vice Chancellors, Secretary, Department of School Education Government 
of West Bengal, Joint Secretary, Department of School Education Government of West 
Bengal, Director SCERT Orissa, Director SCERT West Bengal, Chairman Higher Secondary 
Council / their representative, Chairman / President Board of Secondary Education, President 
Board of Priamry Education eminent educationists / social figure / artists, officials of language 
and Mathematics institutes, representatives of Teacher Fedration / Organisations at various 
levels of education, Women Organisation, Principals of IASE / CTEs, Head of Education of 
university Departments, Deans of universities, NCERT Faculy, R.I.E, Bhubaneswar faculty, 
teachers drawn from different type of schools, representatives of state open schools, media / 
press and other important personalities drawn from different walks of life. NCERT publication 
entitled ‘National Curriculum Framework on school Education : A Discussion Document was 
mailed / send to the participants so that the participants could go through the document and 
come prepared for discussion/interaction. Director, SCERT, West Bengal was the local co- 
ordinator of the Programme and Principal, R.I.E, Bhubaneswar was the overall co-ordinator. 


Seminar Transaction Mode : 
Two days Regional Seminar held in Calcutta was transeted through : 
d« Inaugural session : highlighting the basic issues 


2: General discussion / interaction / critical appraisal of perspectives highlighted in 
discussion document on National Curriculum Framework for School Education 


3; Group work centering suggestions / recommendation on curricular issues related to 
: Elementary Education 
ч Secondary Education 
а Sr.Secondary (+2 level) Education 


4. Concluding Session 
Ы presentation of the group reports 
і: comments on Group Reports 
x looking ahead 
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11th February, 2000 at 10 A.M. 


The inaugural session commensed with the songs compsoed by Rabindranath Tagore 
by the students of Government Girls Multipurpose Higher Secondary Schools, Alipore, 
Calcutta. 


Welcome Address and Introduction to the Semianr : 
Prof. J.S. Rajput, Director, NCERT 


Prof.J.S. Rajput Director, NCERT while welcoming the Hon'able Minsiter in charge of 
School Education, Government of West Bengal, dignitories in the dias and eminent 
participants highlighted the background of the formulation of National Curriculum Framework : 
A Discussion Document and the issues reflected in the document. Prof.J.S.Rajput pointed out 
that every curriculum has an expiry date and needs to be revised at regular intervals. The new 
discussion document is committed to the policy formulation made in NPE : 1986 and revised 
NPE : 1992. The discussion document covers all stages of school education - from elementary 
to senior secondary, while the scope of 1988 Curriculum Framework was restricted to only 
elementary and secondary stage. He pointed out that the discussion document has been 
formulated on the basis of interaction/feedback of faculty members of all the constituent units 
of NCERT, opinion of eminent educationists / experts and research findings. NCERT has 
initiated intensive / extensive discussion on the document through workshops at regional / 
national level. He emphasized that it is an approach paper for discussion and not a curriculum 
framework, which would be worked out only after further discussion. He said that in matters of 
education we can not be totally futuristic, we have to face the issues confronting us today and 
be prepared to respond to them. No curriculum is ever final, and so perhaps in another couple 
of years we may have to meet again to revise the present framework, if accepted. The existing 
document entitled 'National Curriculum for Elementary and Secondary Education : A 
Framework was formulated in 1986 and was revised in 1988 almost tweleve years back. 
Twelve years have passed : there have been many societal changes, there has been 
expansion in all disciplines of knowledge. These necessitate changes in the curriculum 
because in the interim period we have had issues dealing with such themes as social 
cohesion, nurturing the talent and learning to live together with a view that all these are 
reflected in the totality of the school education process. Further, there have been many a 
issues which require attention such as gender bias, human rights, isssues national integration 
and environmental and population concerns. What are our goals at present ? All these need 
proper focusing in the curriculum. He expressed his concern over the curriculum load that a 
child has to carry. He reminded the audience of the Yashpal Committee report on this issue 
and suggested ways and means to reduce the burden of the child. By so doing, he said we 
should be able to create a proper learning atmosphere for the child. The climate and 
environment for a child in the school may be developed in such a manner that the child 
develop a romance with curiosity, experimentation and exploration. He observed that the 
important issues which curriculum should focus are : 
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д nurturing of talent / creativity 


* learning to live together 
г constitutional goals 
$ development of values who in the backdrop of value crisis who will take the 


tiative ? Every teacher should be an agent of values. 


x rights of the child 

М fundamental duties 

si gender issues 

x development of self-esteem of the child 

ја belongingness of the child to its own culture besides searching his / her place in 


pan Indian cultural context. 


5 methodology of improving the guality of education / how excellence in learning 
could be upgraded 


e how curriculum could be rooted under Indian conditions based on thinking of 
great educators like Gandhiji, Tagore, shri Aurobindo, Vivekandanda and Jakir 
Hussain ? 

* total change in material development 

P flexibility in curriculum transaction - use of local inputs / local issues / local / 


regional essentialities 


Prof.J.S. Rajput said that the idea of this seminar was to upgrade the document, to enrich the 
draft curriculum framework. We may have to rewrite many sections, many pages, put in new 
issues : all this has to be done so that the document is made teacher friendly, student friendly - 
in its comprehension and implementation. 


Concluding, he said he was personally happy to be in West Bengal, and to be with Shri Kanti 
Biswas whom he had known for the last 11 years as Honarable Minister. Prof. Rajput pointed 
out that NCERT's effort is always to arrive at a national consensus. 
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Keynote and Inaugural Speech of Sri Kanti Biswas, Hon'able Minister in charge of 
Primary, Secondary and Madrasa Education, Government of West Bengal. 


D 


Mr.President, Dr.Bela Dattagupta, Prof.Rajput, esteemed colleagues. 


| am happy to be with you in this Regional Seminar to deliberate the Discussion 
Document prepared by NCERT on National Curriculum Framework for School 
Education. 


| have been invited by Prof.Rajput, Director of NCERT to inaugurate this 
seminar and deliver the Key Note Address. That is why, | am conscious of my 
limitations here. | should not and would not make any comment or contribute any thing 
to the document on discussion. | shall express the opinion of the Government of West 
Bengal at the appropriate forum if and when | am invited to do it. But in this seminar, | 
am to mention in my Key Note Address some of the important issues mentioned in the 
document on which the participants will be requested to make remarks. | shall not cross 
my limitation here in this seminar in my Key Note Address. 


Our is a country having glorous history of education has now been identified as 
one of the educationally backward countries of the world and we have 16% of the 
global population with 32.8% of the world adult illiterate. Global ratio of enrolment in 
primary stage of education is 87.6% to the population of relevant age-group but 


‘particularly ours is 77.2%. Similarly, global enrolment ratio in secondary level of 


education is 65.4% to the popualation of relevant age group, but unfortunately our 
concerned ratio is 59.7%. In spite of our constitutional directive of universal free and 
compulosry elementary education by 1960, and not withstanding the pronouncement of 
Apex Court of India to that effect, we have been trailing behind the world even after 52 
years of independence. 22% of out-of-school children of primary stage of education of 
the world are in India alone. Paradoxically, India’s share of total world public 
expenditure on education is merely 0.8%. 


But all these are not the subject matter of discussion in this semianr. Here we 
may confine ourselves within the precinct of proposed National Curriculum framework 
narrated in the discussion document. Of course, it might have some element of 
relevance if all this disadvantageous sections of children belonging to lowest stratum of 
the society remain so long uncovered are brought to the regular education system of 
the country, when the curriculum framework ought to be made or remodeled similarly 
relevant and meaningful to them as well. 


In the introduction of the document, to illustrate the present global scenario, 
correclty mention has been made of “globalisation”. At present tp 20% of the world 
population have 86% of world gross domestic product and bottom 20% have scanty 
1% of it. 20% of the countries of the world contributes 82% of the total export of the 
world whereas that of another 20% of the countries is merely 1%. Value of assets of 
only 3 families now become more than the value of total assets of 600 million people of 
all the least developed countries. It is terrifying to note that this gap between the 
countries and between the people has been increasing more tremedously during last 
few years. So, globalisation signifies world wide cruel unequal war between the few 
strongest on the one hand and huge number of weaker countries on the other. In this 
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premise, should the term “globalisation” be eguated with the glorified idea of ancient 
Indian culture “Vasudhaiba Kutumbakam 2" 


The issue of reducing the load of curriculum, making it cultured-based with an 
idea of life long process as mentioned in the document should be seriously deliberated. 
It has been correctly stated in the document that the curriculum should not go to the 
States as "prescription" but how a National broad-based framework should 
enthusiastically be shared and passionately be adapted by all the states should 
seriously be considered. Even in a seminar on Delors Commission Report in Delhi 
where Union Education Minister Dr.Joshi was pleased to be present, a proposal was 
raised to remodel any relevant portion of curriculum at district level. 


An idea has been floated to signify the meaning of the word “secularism” and in 
doing this Report of Sri Prakasa Commission (1959-60) has been used. In India we 
have unparalleled number of Commissions and Committees on Education since 
independence and in good many a cases their recommendations have been honoured 
by non-implementation. How wise it will be to work on the basis of the 
recommendations of Sri Prakasa Commission set up 41 years before in the prevailing 
situation influenced by Indian diversities in so many fields and globalisation with 
unprecedented development in science and technology should be considered in-depth. 
National Integration Council clearly defines the concept of “secularism”, Should the 
term allowed be explained in the manner mentioned in the document ? 


The issue of teaching language demands adequate attention. It contains 
several aspects viz. What will be the starting point of teaching second language and 
third language respectively, upto which stage of education it should continue, should 
English be merely and elective subject at the higher secondary level. It has been stated 
in the document that “English, the vocational language of today and tomorrow and the 
language of internet and one important repository of world wisdom" and at the same 
time can it be a mere elective subject in higher secondary course, not compulsory 
subject 2 A serious attention is to be paid on the question of teaching Mathematics. Is it 
desirable and practically feasible in school situation to introduce two types of 
Mathematic Course - one general and one advanced - after class VIII or is it judicious to 
decide that Matematics should not be a compulsory subject at all after class - VIII 2 


Similarly on the issue of teaching science serious deliberation should be 
imparted. Is it pedagogically sound to ask the student at the end of class VIII to select 
his/her future course of studies between Science and other than Science and 
accordingly to offer a student Science ‘A’ course or ‘B’ course from class IX and from 
social point of view would it be appropriate ? there is not only Ishwar Bhai Patel 
Committee, but many other documents also spoke on the issue. The matter be judged 
in real situation. 


The teaching of history has already raised for reaching polemics. Should 
historical facts, sweet or sour, be honestly presented or it will be witten with a motivated 
objectives. Similar question has come to the surface somewhere else on geography. 
What should be the correct attitude ? 


On the issue of value education, the proposal of religious education has been 
thrown. It is a serious attempt and demands threadbare discussion. In a country like 
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India having multiplicity in religion and race and in view of the mental maturity of the 
school going children should it at all be judicious and advisable to introduce religious 
education in ‘school curriculum 2 Is value education synonymous with religious 
education ? Can religious education go ahead at the all-round development of a child's 
personality by rebuilding it round the ‘Four Pillars of Education’ as recommended by 
Delors Commission, "Learning to know, Learning to Do, Learning to Live together and 
Learning to be ? 


In Higher Secondary stage it is proposed that there should not be watertight 
compartment in different groupings like Arts, Science, Commerce etc. If this 
unrestricted flexibility is allowed, how many days it will be required to hold the external 
examination is to be calculated. Again what ultimate objective will be achieved by the 
system ? 


Semestersation at +2 stage of education has been proposed in the documents. 
Pedagogically, the system is to be supported no doubt, but from practical point of view 
is it possible to follow the system in the prevailing inadequate infrastructural situation in 
educational institutions throughout the country ? Similarly, the efficacy and acceptability 
of grade system of evaluation should be considered in a pragmatic way. 


There is a serious need to popularize vocational education and on several 
occasions in the past decisions were taken to attract large chunk of student to this 
stream of education, but no tangible result could be achieved as were expected. Again, 
with earnestness, the issue should be discussed. 


The proposal for implementing strategies for special needs children is to be 
given utmost consideration. The Text Book, which is one of the most vital aspect of 
school education should be free from all sorts of parochialism, of obscurantism, 
communalism and must be scientifically prepared and pedagigically sound. In the 
document it has been appropriately mentioned that no ‘hidden agenda’ should remain 
there. 


Standard of education should be upgraded, be life oriented and be relevent to 
prevailing situation- all these sound principles have again been reiterated here and 
needs to be discussed by the learned participants.Let me hope, this seminar will be 
able to reach to a consensus on these very important issues, | wish the full success of 
the seminar. With these words | declared the Seminar open. 


Thanking you all. 
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Address of Dr.Bela Dutta Gupta, Chairperson, west Bengal Commission for Women 
The Guest of Honour : 


Dr. Bela Dutta Gupta, Chairperson, West Bengal Commission for Women was 
the Guest of Honour. Quoting from Dr. Radhakrishnan, she said that to strive for 
knowledge is to struggle for freedom, and ignorance is the worst slavery. Fifty two years 
have passed since independence, and ignorance still remains in this country. In spite of 
the recommendations of so many Commissions, educational scenario has not improved 
because of the economic situation of the country. Battle royal rages between the haves 
and the have nots. A large number of children are working children, be it in the match 
factories at Sivakasi or the lock manufacturing units at Aligarh. At least 5 crores children 
are working under hazardous conditions, when they should be in schools. Are we 
serious about solving the problems of education of these child ? She questioned 2 


Women have been deserted, and yet they earn their livelihood, they manage 
their households. There are 17% such households managed by destitute women in the 
country. In this situation schools should have come to the educant. Has that happened? 
Sadly, no. If the child is unable to go to the school- the school will come to him / her 
was one of our glorious promises made years ago. Nothing of the kind has happened. 


Globalisation has created difficulties for women at all levels. How much of health 
care has really been provided to the children ? There is vast discrimination between the 
male child and the female child. Cases of female infanticide are rampant, and 
ameniocentis has become a commonly accepted method to find out the sex of the 
fetus. The girl child does not have enough to eat, does not have enough to wear. They 
faint in schools after mid day. The girls do not eat enough food, and this happens every 
day in villages for days together. How Curriculum for school years address these issues 
2 


Dr. Веја Dutta exhorted that first we prepare ourselves for the minimum before 
we go any further. She said we did have values which have been eroded by a force 
foisted on us. We were not immune to values. Researchers from abroad have wanted 
to study aspects of the Indian social fabric, the hospitality of Indian family, hospitability 
of Indian villagers etc. If we go to villages still we get a glass of water or a cup of tea. 
The villagers have yet been able to retain their values till now, in spite of the 
consumeristic system forced on us. She pointed out that huge amount of money on 
primary, secondary and higher secondary education is being spent by the government. 
Other countries find local resources for funding education. If we depend on our 
government it is not possible to achieve any major landmarks in education; already 
there is 25% cut in education budget. 


There is no equipment in the class room. In many schools, there are no 
classrooms at all. Education is India is not student friendly, where teachers do not 
hesitate to slap children. Thus children friendly education is still a dream in our country. 


In this situation therefore this draft curriculum document has to be changed, 
overhauled and deleted, if necessary. 
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She made pointed reference to the supposed inaccuracy in the quotation from 
the Upanishads. She said the misquotation should not have been there, and if there is a 
reference to systems of education in ancient India, it is only in Kautilya's Arthashastra. 
Wrong inputs from the very beginning will help very little. 


Tribal people needs to be educated. Education of the tribals, and education of 
the deprived has to be taken into consideration by making positive environment by open 
hearted acceptance of tribals into our society by encouraging the tribals to join in the 
national mainstream. In Austin, Texas, in the USA, tribal genius has been recognized by 
publishing books like Tribal Mathematics and, Tribal Physics. A Navajo tribal boy is now 
a NASA scientist. Have we in India ever done anything like that ? Have we published 
any book written by the tribals. Some time back a study tried to link the Harappan 
scripts with tribal script and writings. This was a great piece of research but no one 
paid any attention to it and the effort was nipped in the bud.The genuis of the tribal 
people needs to explored. 


Presidental Address : 


ДОЗУ пе A en 


Shri Nikhilesh Das, Secretary, Department of School Education 


Shri Nikhilesh Das, IAS, Secretary, Department of School Education who 
presided over the inaugural function refered to the Delors Committee Report and 
emphasized its tenets of learning to know, learning to do, learning to live together and 
learning to be. He also emphasized the concepts of levels of learning and how did 
these could be related to the scientific temper and to the world of work. Education has 
to be taken and understood in its broadest sense,he said. The skills, knowledge, 
attitudes have to mesh in with the socio-cultural and economic ethos. Shri Das wanted 
that the draft curriculum framework should pay special attention to the disadvantaged 
groups, amd non formal education, eguity in education, fundamental rights of women 
and weaker sections, concerns like population, pollution environmental issues, gender 
issues, regional and local needs, informational technology and national cultural heritage, 
constitutional obligations and protection of natural resources 


He observed that physical education is as important a subject as aesthetics and 
art education. Value education may be taught only if necessary depending on the local 
and regional needs. We have to see that our children learn how to learn on their own. 


Vote of Thanks and Summening up of Discussion : 
Prof. Bhabesh Moitra 


PTOI рлавоз о 


Prof. Bhabesh Maitra President, West Bengal Board of primary Education while 
offering vote of thanks summed up the discussion of the morning session. He said that 
this experienced august gathering is to critically examine various issues / perspectives 
related to school curriculum. Still we have to sit again and again. We have to look 
backward. and forward. We will have to discuss matters at length, and that discussion 
will start now. We will try to find out appropriate means to reach the goal of education. 
Curriculum is a means to reach the goal. Our educational goals have to be geared 
towards our national needs and they have to contribute to our national development. 


Не offered vote of thanks tp the Chair for conducting the session, and to the 
Hon'able Minister for his valuable advice and insights into the problems of school 
education. He also thanked to Prof. JS Rajput, Director, NCERT, for the keen interest 
shown by him for revamping school education. He observed that in this turbulent period 
and times education cannot be submerged into darkness, and in this period of turmoil, 
NCERT is lucky to have Dr. Rajput as its Director. He also thanked Dr.Bela Dutta Gupta 
for having understood the grass root level reality and for emphasing the cause of tribals 
and disadvantaged. He observed that we should scan the reality so that the fruits of 
schooling could reach the under previlaged. 


Discussion on Perspectives of National Curriculum Framework : 
11.30 A.M. , 11th February, 2000 


Immediately after the inauguration the session was devoted to a general 
discussion on the perspectives of National Curriculum Framework by the full house. 
Prof. Sudin Chattopadhyay, President, West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary 
Education was in the Chair. 


Prof.J.S.Rajput 


Replying to some of the issues raised in the inaugural session Prof. JS Rajput, 
Director, NCERT, New Delhi, observed that he was very happy at the conduct of the 
inaugural session and the concrete suggestions received therein specially from the 
Hon'ble minister. He said the proposal of Mathematics being offered in two streams, 
should it be compulsory ог not, and learning of languages are some of the issues to be 
discussed in the seminar, since the NCERT has taken no decision on the matter till now. 
However, wastage and stagnation do take place in Mathematics. 


He clarified that value education was not synonymous with religious education. 
He observed that we should talk about awareness about religion(s) and not about 
imparting religious education. Awareness about religion, tradition, culture and values 
should not be treated as religious education. However, to demarcate the boundary of 
the contents of instruction discussion is needed. The report of Sri Prakasa Commission 
has been considered with a view to promote social cohesion and such a move may be 
of benefit. He further observed that common valuses could be derived from all religion. 
He said to Gandhiji individual was important. Therefore, the curriculum should foster 
individual creativity and should highlight how to individualise instructions. The basic 
objective should be that the individual child in difficult conditions are taken care of. 


Further, in present turbulent times, in a society fraught with violence, dowry and 
other social evils, a search for one's ethnicity, awareness of religion(s), awareness of 
values of religion, and values / spirituality highlighted in the Upanishads in the form of 
stories for example may enlighten our children to the richness of great Indian civilization 
and may lead to better social cohesion. He observed that there is need to examine 


whether spirituality would be relevent in the context of violence and social cohesion. 


Prof. Rajput expressed his concern about examinations and the fear psychosis 
that grips children at the mention of testing and evaluation. The examination system 
cause stress and strain. The introduction of grading system is being examined by 


EM 4 


CBSE. There is also a proposal to have walk-in examinations. As teachers and 
planners, Prof. Rajput said, we should debate critical issues and their uses, so as to 
achieve optimum results from our teaching and testing. 


He further said that we should develop a curriculum which is practical and 
implementable. Local content of text book should be prominent keeping practibility into 
account. 


He further observed that while SUPW and Work Experience have shown little 
success it has given us tremendous experience which we can put to good use in future. 
The education of the tribals deserves special attention. So also the education of children 
with special needs. 


In the matter of textbooks, he said, that transparency should be the hall mark. 
While NCERT prepares the books, most of the states develop their own, or they adapt 
the NCERT text books to their own situations. Prof. Rajput assured that nothing would 
be put in use which is beyond the need of the child. He reiterated that the national 
curriculum prepared after these discussions and debates will not be for the 20% of the 
elite schools boasting of internet connections and website pages but for the majority of 
schools in the country though we will not forget the benefits that information technology 
may have to offer, now and later. He observed that NCERT is willing to listen to every 
body. Many decisions have to be taken at the state level which we have not infringed 
upon Electronic educational technology has to be taken seriously since it has come to 
stay. We all know how teachers are prepared in this country, so teacher preparation 
needs priority. In fact teacher preparation is taken as a means to generate resources in 
various Universities. We have to trust our teachers. Orientation of teachers becomes 
very important. He observed that ‘Trust the teacher, trust the system so far as 
awareness about religion is concerned'. He observed that as honarable minister pointed 
out we should examine the possibility of developing curriculum at district level. What is 
possible and what is not possible within our system needs to be examined. 


Prof. V.K. Raina 


Prof. VK Raina, Convenor, Curriculum Group, NCERT, responded to the 
concerns of the curriculum by pointing out that many socio economic and pedagogic 
changes in the last twelve years since 1988 had necessitated the reformulation of a new 
curriculum framework. 


Social cohesion is of the topmost priority. Attention has to be paid to children with 
special needs who constitute nearly 1096 of the school going population. We have to 
celebrate tribal culture, we have to highlight tribal culture, we have to highlight the 
fundamental duties, rights of the minorities. Prof. Raina said that the curriculum must 
provide and develop a sense of pride in being an Indian. For this we have to highlight 
India's contribution to world wisdom over the years, which hitherto has always had a 
western slant. In the matter of globalisation he said that we have to think globally but act 
locally. Child-centred education views child as the constructor of knowledge. The 
teacher is not the sole surveyor of knowledge, but acts only as a facilitator. Children can 
be given information in more than one way. This information has not only to be 
cognitive: we have to develop the child emotionally : When education will promote 


i iden Фе 


чула 


D тим орех 


= 


ву? avi 


4 


—— 


social cohesion, and if it can do so, only then, in the real sense, can we call education 
as having been useful in our Indian pluralistic society. 


The fabric of Indian society is multilingual, multicultural, and multireligious. We 
have to develop a pedagogy which 15 culture specific. This has important implications for 
teacher training since pedagogy is rooted: in various Indian cultures in the form of 
plays, poems, and dramas. At the same time it would be a good idea to integrate 
information technology, educational technology with culture, with our own local culture. 


Prof. Raina also hinted at the creation of a Front Line Curriculum wherein some 
new knowledge is added to the existing curriculum whenever necessary and some out 
dated items are removed. 


Concluding, Prof. Raina asked the august gathering to think of a mechanism by 
which we can add new elements to our curriculum every 2/3 years and introduce our 
children to new information and knowledge. The draft curriculum framework document 
was then open for discussion by the whole house. 


Prof.Pabitra Sarkar 


Prof. Pabitra Sarkar, Chairman (.B.S.C.H.E | , was of the 
view that our children should not be exposed to any religious literature in the classroom. 
It may lead to imaginative and fanciful thinking, while what we want is that practical 
truth should be highlighted. More emphasis needs to be given on development of 
scientific temper. Through religious education we will be trying to teach morality in the 
garb of religion which is so distant from our experiences of everyday life. There is 
hardly any need to give prominence to any religious texts and / or moral tales. There are 
so many good tales around us. Stories of honesty, bravery of men and women, of 
children, of sacrifice. It would be much better to enlighten our children with these 
concepts rather than with flights of fancy depicted in the religious tales. 


Prof. Sarcar was of the view that only the MT / RL should be taught to the 
children from the very beginning. There should be directions to the parents pointing out 
that it is harmful to teach two languages at the same time, since the system of writing, 
say English, is very much different from the system of writing of the MT, and the system 
of English is easier to pick up 


Much harm is being done by the media. The government therefore must have a 
realistic media policy which should go hand in hand with the government's education 
policy. Both should complement each other. 


Prof.Trilochan'Pradhan 


Prof.(Dr.)Trilochan Pradhan Ex-Vice-Chancellor, Utkal University, and Professor 
Emiritus, Institute of Physics, Bhubaneswar observed that we have to keep in mind the 
ground realities that there are schools in the villages and in the rural areas. In order to 
transact the curriculum efficiently, а teacher's manual will be needed. Refresher 
courses for teachers in the rural areas should be given utmost priority. The curricula is 
very heavy even at present. Efforts to make it heavier by introduction of new subjects 
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may be avoided. It is better to cover a little than to uncover a lot The load of books on 
the back of a child is too heavy. It should be reduced with all sincerity for the health of 
the child and the-nation. Curriculum and teaching should not be examination oriented 
Curriculum should be more learner friendly so that children learn to go on learning 
themselves. While the IITs are institutions of excellence, they coached only to do a 
certain thing, a certain subjects. We should try to de-emphasize this, by making 
education broad based. There is a need to keep in mind the rights of the students and 
the children. These find no mention in this draft discussion document on national 
curriculum. The Framework document also has not taken into account as to what do the 
children want. What are their'needs ? What are their priorities ? What should they be 
taught? How should they be taught ? and Why should they be taught? The idea of 
teachers being evaluated by the students was not appreciated by Prof. Trilochan 
Pradhan. 


Prof. Ujjal Kumar Basu : 


Shri Ujjal Kumar Basu, Secretary, Board of Primary Education, West Bengal was of the 
view that the teaching of Mathematics should not be made optional. 


On the issue of languages, he said that the 3 language formula was good but it has not 
been implemented uniformly. Teaching of mother tongue, science and mathematics 
should be made compulsory. 


Work education and Vocalization have become а farce because of improper 
implementation since the infrastructural facilities are not available. 


Value Education and education of religion may lead to difficulties. We will be loading 
sensitive immature minds with religious teachings which may vitiate their thinking. 
Strong caution was recommended by Shri Basu who said that religious / religion 
teaching may sow the seeds of fundamentalism. Religion may be studied at a later 
stage, not at school level. 


Prof.O.S.Dewal 


Prof. O.S. Dewal, Advisor to Director, NCERT pointed out that curriculum in the 
school system is the responsibility of the State governments. And when the curriculum 
comes into being it will have to be seen as to how dynamic can we make it in its 
transaction ? The question of curriculum load needs to be viewed in the context of 
achievements of our country and the contributions of our ancient thinkers and our 
ancestors. He asked : What type of load should be increase and what type of load 
should be decreased ? The physical load of the student has to be reduced, without 
compromising on the relevent content load. This brings with it the issue of the load of 
irrelevance as well as the load of non comprehension. When the curriculum is given the 
shape of a syllabus silently how load increases - needs to be examined. If a holistic 
approach is adopted we may be able to reduce some of the problems associated with 
curriculum load. The curriculum should be transacted the way in which the child can 
understand. 
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Shri.R.K. Mohanty 


Shri. R.K Mohanty Deputy Secretary, Council of Higher Secondary Education, 
Orissa emphasised that implementation of curriculum is as important as curriculum 
planning. He asked : what is the national standard in curriculum and how can we realise 
it at the state level 2 Even with a base core curriculum, because of the diversity in our 
society we have to sort out: the problem of ethnocentricism, the deficiency of resources 
and adequate infrastructure at the state level to implement the curriculum. The 
difference between rural and urban schools needs to be visualised before curriculum 
planning. What is the modality: of implementing child centred curriculum ? He agreed 
that the 3 language formula should be implemented uniformly and that English should 
be taught for utilitarian purposes, with accent on communication skills. 


Prof.Debi Prasanna Pattanaik 


Prof.(Dr.) Debi Prasanna Pattanayak Ex-Director, CIEFL, Mysore clarified that 
when the 3 language formula came into being in 1969 it was a strategy and not a goal, 
it was a programme - not a policy. Therefore to accept the 3 language formula as a 
policy would not be very much correct. He wanted a correction to be made on p 64 
which gives the impression that first language is to be taught only upto class 2, which is 
not the case. He also pointed out on p 63 that modern gadgets such as the use of 
internet in our conditions will benefit only a small percentage of the population. 
Nurturing of thinking faculties is the basis of education, he opined. And this has to be а 
separate curricular area. Thinking faculties have to be taught and developed across the 
subjects and, across the cultures. On the matter of curriculum load, he was of the view 
that when History is taught, we take into account all kinds of history- be it area, local, 
state, Indian, European and World. How, when it comes to languages even 3, when they 
are taught, adds so much to the curriculum. He also observed that pre-primary 
curriculum should be realistic, and pre primary education should be compulsory. He 
asked what should be the first language for the tribal ? Teachers may not be objective in 
grading. Morality cannot be imposed by classroom teaching. Moral issues should be 
secular in tone. Curriculum should outline the role of community participation in 
curriculum transaction. Curriculum should be activity based / Gender issues / 
perspective needs to be focussed in the curriculum. 


He further observed that primary education is primarily language education. 
Alongwith comes Mathematics and environmental study. It is suggested that language 
and Mathematics are intimately related. An American investigation established positive 
coorelation between language and Mathematics. It was established that students, 
whose language competence is high their mathematics competence is high and vice- 
versa. Therefore those who talk about Mathematics or language as load are, to say the 
least, anti-national. 


Our children study local history, regional history, Indian history, European history 
and World history. They study micro and macro economics. They study the relationship 
between the local market with the global market. Nobody considers these as load. When 
one use a language for intimate communication, another for proximate communication, 
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a third for regional communication, another for national communication and langauges 
for international communication, why should they be considered as load ? To speak of 
globalisation without global communication and to speak of global communiction without 
global languages is to say the least, anti modern and anti development. 


There was a time when scholar spoke about the English languages. Now they 
speak about the Englishes of the World. Therefore, studying one variety of English, a 
non-standard variety spoken by the blacks and browns of the world is unlikely to secure 
for them equal justice or equity. 


If one looks at the percentage of primary schools by different media of 
instruction, one finds the following picture : 


Medium 1986 1993 
Hindi 40.6 39.0 
Bengali 8.5 8.0 
Oriya 5.9 53 
Assamese 7.8 13 
English 1:3 4.6 


If one looks at the percentage of English medium schools in rural and urban areas, the 
following picture emages ; 


1986 1993 
Rural Urban . Rural Urban 

Primary 0.7 5.5 3.8 9.2 
Middle 1.6 9.4 11.7 16.9 
Secondary 3.8 14.8 12.0 20.5 
Higher- T4 17.2 18.0 26.1 
Зесопдагу 

All schools 1.1 8.8 6.7 13.2 


Those who speak of national cohesion must take some lesson from the above statistics. 
If one looks at per pupil expenditure based on the per pupil expenditure (MHRD Report 
of 1993-94) the following picture emerges : 


2, Fees for Rural Govt Schools 500-700 
KVS 4271 
Tibetan School 6363 
Nabayug Schools 10,000 
Navodaya Vidyalaya 29,625 
Lok Jumbish « 30,000 
4 Disparity between per pupil government expenditure is 1:40. In developed 


countries, then one either the same or 1:5. 
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* The Govt supported imbalance is responsible for the slow death of creativity 
innovation, imaginativeness, selfesteem and promotion and perpetuation of 
captivity. 

А The Indian languages аге facing slow and sure death. 

й The growth of English at the cost of Indian languages increases the distance 


between rural and urban and is a sure of national disintegration. 


Curriculum makers must take note of the above. They must take note of the fact that : 
и Three language formula is а ргодгатте, not а policy, is а strategy, not а goal. 


Ы In three language formula has по reference to mothertongue, classical 
language, Foreign language. 


il It is begining, not the end of a curriculum. 


3. There is no point in teaching English from standard ||. West Bengal is one of the 
state which started English from 6th class. Some years back a study was made 
comparing students who studied English from class I-X and those who studied from 
class VI to X. It was demonstrated that their results were comparable. Now West Bengal 
has decided to start English from standard III. 


On the primary stage efforts should be made to connect the home language with 
the school language. One of the ways of going it is to start teaching, reading and writing 
the home language (30%) while teaching the standard spoken variety of the state 
language (20%). During the next 3-4 years, the time should be so manipulated that by 
the last year of the primary stage there would be reversal of time. From then on the 
learner could study through the regional medium. 


In the west, language teaching learning is counted in hours, not in years. CIEFL, 
Mysore had produced two courses, English-140 and English-400, English 140 hours 
was designed to give Survival English. English 400 hours was equivalent to English 
studied from classes I-X. If the English 400 is given at the end of school or begining of 
college, there would be no need to plaster English thinly over years. It would save the 
children from learning bad English from untrained teachers. 


Dr.C.K. Banerjee 


Shri C. K Banerjee, Patha Bhawan, Vishwabharati observed that due reference 
of Tagore should have been given in the discussion document. 


He wanted music to be given utmost importance in the new curriculum since the 
essence of education is the joy of learning and at Shantiniketan this is apparent 
everywhere, mostly through music. He suggested that Environmental Studies can 
include value education. The place of English for teaching Science and Technology 
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needs further discussion, p.77. According to him the 3 language formula should be’ 
followed in letter and spirit and at Shantiniketan the students were learning 4 languages. 
Prof. Swapan Kumar Pramanik 

Prof. Swapan Kumar Pramanik, Representative of Calcuta University Teachers 
Association 


He emphasised the relevance of the pre -primary education scheme 


He observed that tribals should be educated through their MT not standard L1. We may 
introduce L2 from class 3, not from class 5. For those with Hindi as MT, they will have 
an inherent advantage, while the non Hindi speaking population will be at a 
disadvantage. 

The idea about semesterisation is good but not very much practicable to introduce it 
immediately. Teachers may not be objective enough. There should be an internal 
evaluation scheme which should not be part of the public examination system. 


He was doubtful of the entire scheme of moral education. Morality cannot be taught in 
the classroom. Moral education has to be only through a process of secularisation. 


Prof.Sebak Tripathy 


Prof.S. Tripathy Principal, IASE, Sambalpur (Orissa) said that while every minute 
detail had been taken care of in the draft curriculum, what was lacking were the 
strategies for implementation. What is the mechanism that would reduce transaction 
loss. How best can we transact it ? He asked transfer value of the content has to be 
suitably selected. He was of the view that pre-primary education had been made much 
too formal. It should be made more light by adopting the play way method. He also 
made an impassioned plea for greater community participation. Evaluation should be 
free from all phobias and we have to make it utility oriented. 


Sri Anil Bhattacharya : 


Anil Bhattacharya, General Secretary, WBCDTA remarked that before we take 
up any new framework we should think of the non-implementation of the 
recommendations of the earlier framework which would serve as a necessary guideline. 
He was of the view that if so much time was spent on value education, religion 
education, there would hardly be any time left for other subjects, like mathematics and 
Science. 


Prof. Subhankar Chakrovarty : 


Prof.Subhanka Chakraborty, Vice-Chancellor, Rabindra Bharati University, 
discussed the impact of globalisation on education. He drew the attention, regarding 
religious education. He pointed out that the communal/religious temperament of the 
teacher may influence the students understandings. He believes that "Gyan Siksha" 
embodies also "Dharma Siksha". As such, the life and works of great men who excelled 
in different walks of life should form a part and parcel of the school curriculum. 
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While science and maths has been given much importance in the draft document 
the child should not be devoid of his imagination. Religious education has nothing to do 
with value education. It will do more harm than good. True religion of man consists of 
man loving man, as said by Tagore. The setting up of Smart schools will create further 
disparities in our educational system. We must tread carefully in these matters. 
Curriculum reform is meaningless without funds for the library, the laboratory and 
anything concerned with the school and education, he concluded. 


Shri Netai Ganguli 


Shri Netai Ganguli, Member, West Bengal Board of Secondary Education agree that the 
3 language formula should be implemented uniformly. He further added that there 
should be no 2 courses for mathematics. He observed that we should not try to bring 
religion in the classroom. He was in favour of retention of work education, and physical 
education as additional, bu not as compulsory subjects, 


Dr. 5.8. Mohanty 


Dr. Mohanty, Head, Department of Education of Gangadhar Mehar College, 
Sambalpur was of the view that spiritual education rather than religious education 
should be provided. Work experience was never a subject except on paper. He 
suggested that provision for keeping books in schools be made so the guestion of 
curriculum load will be resolve by itself. Home work needs to be abolished to reduce 
curriculum load. He observed that Patel committee had recommended introduction of 
supervised study periods. We can introduce it in our school system considering the 
ground realities. і 
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PROF.BHABESH MOITRA : 


As the document on National Curriculum Framework for school education published by 
the NCERT was received a few days back, it could not be placed for discussion in the meeting 
of the West Bengal Board of Priamary Education. So | place before you my personal opinion on 
some suggestions made in this document. 


d. In the field of school eduction our priamry concern is universalisation of education and 
education for national development. As we all know that a curriculum is the means to reach the 
goal, we should design the school curriculum in such way that it helps universalisation of 
education and cater the requirements .for national development. “Education for All is our 
commitment to the nation. According to me, the document under discussion has not been 
prepared from this perspective. 


2. As for medium of instruction, it shculd be categorically stated that, the medium would be 


© mother tongue / regional language for all stages of school education. Suggestion in favour of 


English as medium of instruction for non-English speaking children is pedagogically and socially 
untenable. This suggestion should be deleted. 


3 The long accepted principle of general education for ten years' duration will be 
completely discarded if the proposed curriculum framework is implemented. || Mathematics 'A 
and 'B' are introduced, similarly Science 'A' and 'B' are introduced it will be against the principle 
of uniform curriculum as envisaged in the scheme of general education. In addition to the 
common course enrichment course for talented may be formulated. Similarly for disabled 
children provision should be made. 


In the context of present-day socio-economic development, explosion of knowledge, 
development of science and technology and widening of international relations, longer duration 
of general education is the need of the day. The general pricniple laid down by the Indian 
Education Commission should be followed. 


4. Religion can not be а subject of study at the school level: it may be included in the 
course of studies at the university level, where students of older age may opt for special 
studies. Children used to get information оп religion through family and similar other 
organisations. Non-inclusion of “Religion” in the course of studies should not be construed as 


, “Negation of religion” ог “Negation of God”. On the other hand, inclusion of religion at the lower 


stage of educational ladder will be counter productive. Apart from this, every citizen of the 
country has the right to be a non-conformist. He may not subscribe to any particular religious 


faith or may not believe in the existence of God. 


5. Teaching of second language should not be started before Class V. English asa second 
langauge should be introduced from class V and continue up to XII. Option for a third language 
from class VI to VIII should be provided. ‚Second language should be taught as a “library 
language’. English langauge and literature should be provided as one of the elective subjects at 


the higher secondary stage. 


6. There should be no public examination before completion of ten years of schooling. The 
first public examination should be held after class X and school-leaving certificate should be 
given to the successful candidates. The second public examination should be held after clas 


.17 


_ 


хи. Under the existing circumstances ме can not do away with public examiantion system at 
“the end of Class X and Class ХИ. Continuous evaluation as a tool for effective teaching should 
be scrupulously followed in all classes. 


у Contribution of India to world civilization and culture and contribution of other 
international thinkers for development of human culture should be a focal study point in relevant 
subject-areas. 


8. The curriculum and the syllabi should be updated with referecne to the question of 
inclusion and deletion of any respect of emergence of any new idea or fact. 


DR. УМ. SHASTRY : 
pr. V. V. Shastry, Rtd.Principal. RNIASE, Cuttack (Orissa) made the following observations : 


4 The curricular load and the pedagogical appraoch that is "crushing all originality" needs 
to be corrected through the nurturing of multiple varieties of creative intelligence, providing 
creative. experience, promotion of creative inquiry, development of creative ethics. Learning to 
learn needs to be stressed. 


2. The majority of students with average capabilities are the neglected invisible students 
who form the core of our educational system. The concern for the gifted, retraded and culturally 
deprived children has resulted in a variety of innovations targeted for these special groups. The 
individualised pedagogics tend to neglect the needs of the "average" majority. 


Ки The MLLs need to Бе identified by classroom teachers instead of being imposed by the 
' specialists who are far away from the battle against ingorance. Life-skills need to understood 
and its spirit should infuse all the fields of curricular transaction. 


A: Education for value Development has to be defined and refined keeping the local 
specifics and national imperatives in view. Value education should not be a straight jacket. 


5. Alternative education should try to develop innovative schemes of education contrary to 


the traditional institutional process. It should provide educational alternatives for different talents 


and multiple varieties of intelligence. Student initiated learning process, inquiry-discovery 
approach, and shared problem solving and decision making should be nurtured through 


alternative approaches. " 
6. Work education if preceived as "а pruposeful, meaningful, manual activity" is too narrow. 
It is required "--- to conserve and develop our resources; to promote a more productive and 


prosperous agriculture; to prevent the waste of human labour, to supplement apprenticeship, to 
increase the wage-earning power of our productive workers; to meet the increasing demand for 
trained workmen, to offset the increased cost of living” and further it 15 а wise business 


investment” for the nation, national prosperity and happiness’. 


an religious ignorance and illiteracy. Again, it is not a mixture 


Та Secularism should not те | ЧУ, | 
It is both an understanding of one’e own religion with the 


. of various religious ingredients. 
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capability to respect all other faiths. The fatherhood of God (or Nature) and the 
proherhood/sisterhood of mankind needs to be emphasised. Moral/Value Education can be 
treated as a separate field of curriculum; or might be attempted as the informing and infusing 
spirit of all the curricular and co-curricular field of study need to be designed with care and 
caution. 


8. The pedagogics need fine tuning and reorientation to meet the emerging curricular 


. challeges and the sweeping advance of information technology. Perhaps, the present B.Ed. 


needs to be repalced by a Degree in Techno-pedagogics that can subserve the teaching- 
learning needs of the entire range of students with differental capabilities, differing intellegence 
and varied aptitudes. 


9. The curriculum transaction and its richness would depend upon the effectiveness and 
resourcefulness of the teachers. The erstwhile imported imposed Western deductive pedagogy 
should be repalced by indigenous innovative inductive pedagogy. This can take care of 
individualised pedagogic needs and enable the teacher to handle the interface between 
cognition and emotion. If teachers are properly trained, they can effectively handle all the 
problems relating to sensitive issues from Value Education to highly technical requirements like 
mangament of MLLs and continuous comprehensive evaluation. 


10 The urban-rural divide is glaringly evident. This chasm needs to be bridged. The 
reasons behind the dysfunctionality or semi-functionality of thel curriculum transaction in the 
rural schools has to be remedied. The rural refractions need correction. The factors hindering 
education in the rural settings must be remedied so that the urban children may not be the 
‘superior equals’ ог the snobbish academic cousins who corner the benefits or quality 
education. The national curricular policy needs to address to this urgent problem of urban-rural 


divide 


“44 The Discussion Document on National Curriculum Framework should be palced before 


the TEACHERS for their considered and critical views for its effective operationalisation. They 
must feel that they are the architects and the executors of the entire curricular process. If not, 
they can silently sabotage the best of our intentions. Let us make our teachers privy to all our 


actions. 


Dr.Madan Mohan Chel said that Mathematics should be taught compulsory up to class -X to all 
students. New toipes/ concerns need to be included. The NGO's doing good work in 
Mathematics education need to be involved in the curriculum document discussion. Evaluation 
should be continuous and comprehensive in nature. There should be remedial teaching for low 
achievers. Diagonistic tools for low achievers need to be developed. 
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Observation of the Representative of West Bengal Headmaster's Association : 


Shri S.Bhattachrya, the representative of West Bengal Head Master's Association 
made the following observations : 


1. The discussion document is a long narrative on different educational topics which have 
not designed its arguments with statistical data. In some places statistical data could have 
explained things better. 


2. Coming on the language issue we want to сівагіу state that ме are in favour of three- 
language formula as has been enshrined in various documents including the Report of the 
Kothari Commission (1964-66). 


К is our experience that some state governments are deliberately not adhering to 
three-language formula in schools. The document depicts cases of severe deviations in 
different states. In Bihar, Assam, Meghalaya, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh where large 
number of Bengali speaking population has been debarred from having education through 
their mother tongue. Some states are forcing the Bengali speaking children to learn Sanskrit 
and not the home language Bengali. The document leaves the matter without proposing any 
solution with comments, “In this scenario, the three-language formula exists only in our 
curriculum documents and other policy statements”. This is very much unfortunate. The 
document should have dealt with the modalities of implementation of the three-language 
formula in schools of all the states. No state should have been allowed to shift from the three 
language shceme for lessening the curricular load. No state should have been allowed to gag 
its minority community in respect of educating its offspring through its home language. The 
document is silent on the problem where the home language is not the regional language. The 


theory of second language is also not acceptable. 


3. We are happy to note that the document clearly understands the importance of English 
and agrees to start teaching of English language from Class || and informally from Class |. 


4. The document has put importance on pre-primary education, which was so long 
neglected in all the states. The document rightly points out that socialization at the pre-primary 
level is a pre condition for the success of the priamry education. But the document is silent on 


its modus operandi. 


5. The teaching of Mathematics in secondary schools has posed a problem. It is a fact 
that the number of failures in Mathematics is high. But the number of failures in English, 
History, Geography and Science subjects is also discouraging. In this pretext should we dilute 
the syilabus for a majority of students ? This is not the solution in our view. The actual solution 
lies in the selection of good Mathematics teachers and to orient them in appropriate 
Mathematics teaching methodology and also to equip the schools with modern teaching aids. 
We are sure that such attempt has never been made. About 99% of our schools run without 
Proper teaching aids. So to identify the mathematics syllabus as a cause for more failure is 
unjustified. General education upto the end of the secondary level should remain the same for 
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all students as has been recommended by the Education Commission set ир in 1964. There 
should not be A-level or B-level syllabus for Mathematics in the Secondary stage. 


6. The document has kept mum on the teacher-student ratio in a class. The success of 
the teaching-learning co-ordination in a class depends very much on the number of students in 
the class. If the ratio is 1:80 or 1:100 then the updating of curriculum or adoption of modern 
methodology is meaningless and is bound to flop. We should - 


А Minimize the teacher - student ratio to a workable position. 
B Provide teachers as per requirement. 
[9 Equip the schools with the required infrastructure. 


As a matter of fact the Indian School System is suffering from severe deficiencies in 
respect of infrastructure and as a result quality education has remained a myth in the post 
independence perid. The result is the rampant practice of private tuition and the lucrative 
business of coaching centres. This system is eating into the future of our country. 


It is futile to update school curriculum without updating the infrastructure and the 
facilities as in (a), (b) and (c) above. 


The document, it seems, only publicizes its good wishes but avoid to go deep into the 
problems and discuss about their solutions. 


7 Science teaching has acquired paramount importance in the light of the invading 
Information Technology. We are sorry to note that the document embodies a negative attitude, 
a backtracking. But this should not be the expected national approach towards the coming 
technological society. 


There is scope for making science more interesting, more creative and less weighty. So 
we should attempt to modernize and rationalize science syllabus at the secondary level. 


We recommend no bifurcation of the science, mathematics or any other subject 
syllabus after class VIII. Inspite of the recommendations of the Ishwar Bhai Patel Committee in 
1977 we recommend the same and uniform general education pattern up to Class X. 


8. Without proper monitoring of the success and failure of a school, so to say, no 
assessment of its performance can be made. Here comes the role of school inspection. 
Updating of the curriculum or modernising the teaching methodology may go in vain without 
proper monitoring by school inspection. The document is silent on this vital issue. 


9. The document rightly points out that there is little link between the secondary and the 
higher secondary level. Actually there exists а conceptual jerk instead of a smooth transition. 
We feel that this із а big hindrance and reguires to be sorted out. The document should have 


discussed the matter. 


10. Integration of History, Geography, Civics, Economics and Sociology into a composite 
Subject of social science may be given proper thought. This may minimize the load. But the 
idea is complex because striking a balance between all the content materials is difficult. In that 
case also we would suggest that India's freedom struggle should be given due stress in all the 
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classes. This will make the budding youths conscious of their heritage and their future 
responsibility as a citizen. 


There is a recent tendency to rewrite historical events, interpret history in a long 
unknown manner. We stand against such activism which we think is against the long age-old 
historical tradition of our country. We are opposed to such pseudo-nationalism. 


11. For a long time we pleaded in favour of inclusion of physical Education and Work 
Education as a compulsory subject in the secondary level and also for its inclusion in the 
evaluation process. In 1974 this was accepted in West Bengal but after more than 20 years 
both the subjects have been downgraded as optional subjects. The document discusses the 
issue from the stand point of educational philosophy and advocates the status of Physical 
Education and Work Education as external examiantion subjects. We agree to the logic. 


12. About introduction of value education in the school curriculum we have severe 
reservations. The recommendations of the Sri Prakesa Committee of 1959 were never 
accepted. The Kothari Commission has noted that, "The Report of this Committee has been 
before the country for five years, but response from educational institutions has been neither 
active, nor enthusiastic. The lack of initiative in this regard, we like to point out, is the well- 
founded apprehension that ‘education about religion’ may turn to be ‘religious education’. || 
that ‘Pandora’s box’ is opened, then instead of inspiring religious tolerance, the same may 
breed religious bigotry and religious fanaticism. 


In that case, instead of modernizing our country based on science and technology, we 
will backtrack towards a bullock-cart age. Value education should not be tagged with religious 
education. If texts of different religions are included in the school curriculum, then this may 
transform the schools into a mixture of tols and Madrasah. This may lead us to a medieval way 
of life giving rise to superstition and orthodoxy and may influence the students to study 
religions books instead of science. 


We do not agree to the theory that education and religion should form a united 
association in our schools. We consider religion as a personal affair having nothing to do with 
school education. Schools should stand for general education for preparing our children as an 
unbiased global person. So no question of interpreting secularism afresh arises at all. We are 
against inviting outside speakers to address students on moral and spiritual values. Because 
we think that through this loophole people having fanatic and fundamentalistic ideas may 
pollute the minds of the school children. This is a dangerous play which may destroy the very 
purpose of formal schooling. Again, schools should not be deemed as places for religious 


f important occasions / festivals of the major religions’. Such 


activities or Joint celebrations O ) à 
play with fire may burn the society. We protest against such attempts. Non inclusion of 
tion of religion' or 'negation of 


religious teaching in the school curriculum does not mean 'rejec 
God'. 


education should be allowed to nurture among the children 
some wholesome attituded and values like courage to question and scrutinize our age-old 
institutions and systems related to our culture, religious dogmas and rituals. Such value- 
education is expected to liberate our children from ignoracne, prejudice, superstitions and envy 
to other religious, lingual and cultural groups. Patterning of education based on science and 


technology may inspire a spirit of enquiry and experimentation even in the areas where logical 


evidence is not so far available to sustain some popular traditional faiths which by the way 


Actually science-based 
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have been rejected outright as they stem from warped rationality and motivated cynicism. We 
should aim at value education through science, literature and history of our freedom struggle. 

13. The document has discussed about guality education but the discussion 15 not 
exhaustive. We intend to add that to ensure guality in the school system what is needed is 


imposition of- 
(i) programme spelt out through academic calender of the school 
(ii) enriched teaching-learning activity and its supervised implementation in the 
class-room with reference to (i) above. 
(iii) emphasis on auto-education and interactive class room condition backed by 


teaching aids providing enough scope of creativity. 
(ім) activity in place of cramming. 


14 The document has encouraged open learning system. For the school going age-group 
the desirability of personal contact with the teacher is of major importance in the formation of 
character of the student. This aspect of the open school system should be given due thought. 


15. We аге of the view that the evaluation system should be reformed for liberating 
education from the shackle of the prevalent examination system. 


To stop the rat race for high marks and the disaster connected with the same, credit 
system, grading system and semister system may be introduced with reasonalble 
modifications. 


We intend to remind everyone that the attempt at modernising the evaluation 
procedure consequent upon the nation-wide teacher orientation programme held during 1989- 
92 as a follow-up of NEP 86 did not yield the desired result due to lack of motivation and 
monitoring on the part of the education department, Boards and Councils. Such attempt should 
again be made in consultation with the teacher's organisations. 


For better management of schools education we propose consultative committees 
consisting of the representatives of the teachers’ organisation, Boars, Councils, Inspectorates 
and education departments at various level from National down to the Sub-division level. 


46 We have noted that the document has avoided any reference to the report of the 
UNESCO initiated Commission on Education for 21st Century known as Delore's Report. It is 
unbelievable that any discussion on improvement of education can be made without any 
reference to the Delore's Report. It is not known why NCERT has avoided the said report. 
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OBSERVATION OF ALL BENGAL PRIMARY TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 


Representative from all Bengal Primary Teachers Association made the following 
observation : 


In this discussion document there are many pious words and sentences, but we are 
very sorry to say that one vital issue is not at all mentioned that is universalisation of 
education. 


* Though it is mentioned in the Constitution that all children belonging to the age group 
6-14 should be provided with free & compulsory education, but after 53 years of Independence 
this constitutional commitment are not implemeted. This vital issue should be discussed in this 
seminar. 


The document mentioned about language based education -why not knowledge based й 


" We are now in a new century, as well as a new millenniumm, so our demand that 
education must not be based on market economy. On the contrary greater importance should 
be given for the backward section, Privatisation of education in the name of globalisation 
should not be allowed. 


а We suggest that at least 10% of the Central budget and 6% of the GNP should be 
allotted for education, inspite of recommendations of the several education commissions and 
committees but this has ingored uptil now. 


Our another suggestion that medium of instruction should be mother tongue in all 
stages 


м Recently a slogan is raised about religious education. India is a secular country, 50 
religious education will hamper our national integration. We cannot accept such harmful 
attempt to impose religious education as a education policy. We strongly oppose this 
suggestion. Education must be free from all sectarian outlook and it should be value based, 


progressive scientific and democratic. 
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ABTA'S VIEW POINT ON DISCUSSION DOCUMENT 
Representation of All Bengal Teachers Association made the following observation : 


1 it is a little distressing that there is no reference to compulsory free elementary 
education up to the age of 14 as enshrined in our Constitution. 


2 we fully endorse the view of retaining only one language and that is mother- 
tongue/regional language in the primary level. We oppose the introduction of three languages 
in the first year of upper primary (class VI) and in the secondary stage (Class IX & X) but 
language policy should include mother tongue/regional language. English and a classical 
language or any modern Indian language.. 


3 We deem it highly undemocratic to introduce two types of Syllabi for teaching 
Mathematics and Science in the secondary stage. In this stage uniformity so far as teaching of 
mathematics and science is concern should persist. But advanced course of study may be 
incorporated as Additional Subject in this stage. 


4 In the name of value-based education religion must not enter in the field of education 
since religion is entirely a personal affair. There is no denying the fact that the nucleus of all 
religion is humanism The fundamental ethics of all religious scriptures teaches one to render 
services to mankind, to show reverence to national inheritance and tolerance in the truest 
sense of the term. And the learners should be taught about value sense on these concepts. 


5 So far as medium of instruction is concerned we, like many of you present in the 
seminar, firmly believe that there can not be any substitute to mother tongue/regional language 
which in it self contains the emotional intimate touch of the home. And the learner can easily 
and comfortably communicate through the language inside the class room. Foreign language 
causes brain fag, strains fag, strains upon the nerve of the learner, makes them crammers and 


leads to mimicry. 


6. In the Higher Secondary level we want the study of both the mother tongue / regional 
language, and English which is the library language and lingua franca of the globe. 


7 Keeping in view the prevailing social infrastructure Semister, Credit system, Grade 
system, we consider, though the concepts are laudable, will lead to total chaos. ' 
Непсе, Public Examination should continue after the end of Secondary and Higher 


Secondary stage of studies. 
8. Work Education, Health and Physical Education should not be incorporated as syllabi 


subjects in the Higher Secondary stage which will surely burden the curriculum. 
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9. Curriculum сопсегп5 issues : 


Education has never been given the priority it deserved. Universalisation of elementary 
education is still a cry when we are entering the 21st century. This document is rather silent in 
this important point. 'Panchsheel' is being defined by ‘Budhaism’. But what is the definition of 
‘New Panchsheel’ ? If is is not properly defined, some one may misinterpret ‘women centred 
family ‘as ‘Talibanism’. Otherwise this sheel may be replaced by ‘child centred family’ / ‘Love 
affection centred family’. Moreover, excepting the ‘learner centred education’ and ‘knowledge 
centred society’, other three sheel's have very little connections with school education and 
practising teachers, so many other factors are interrelated with these sheel's. Of the eleven 
thrust areas, only a few could be implemented, that too in a limited manner’ (P-4 = Para -3) 
why ? Is this a finding of any ‘National survey’ or of any scientific assessment ? Review of 
previous curriculum should be based on scientific method Summary report of such survey may 
please be placed. 


'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' (1.2.4) (Р 40) has got nothing to do with that of ‘a dominant 
ideology of regulation by the market’. Rather it has got some sort or relation with that of 
Чегапіпа to live together, and promoting universal values. Undoubtedly new technology have 
tremendous potential but the relatity is, it will be transferied only few schools in a point of time. 
NCERT should try to incompnote such ideas, in this document which could replace 
connections and collection of information to ‘processing of informations’ in the process T-L in 
every school of our country. 


10 Organisation of curriculum : 


In 1.2.11 the question of reducing the curriculum load is being raised. It is contradictory 
with that of the proposal of three language formula. 


‘Secularism’ and ‘sarvadharma samabhava’ are not at all synomimous. (P-24). Rather it 
has got bearning on democrary. 


Structure of Democratic education should have four pillars : 


jih Respect for the Dignity of the individual. 
2 Freedom and Discipline. 
3. Equality and Equity. 


15. Sharing and Responsibility. 


Moreover question of universalisation of Basic Education is very important. At the same time 
while framing the National curriculum framwork for schools NCERT should take note of the fact 
that it should be related to life, needs and aspirations of our people. We should not forget the 
house condition and school condition of our contry these two should have significant relevance 
to curriculum. Then only this would facilitate the child's transition from home to school. 


Formation of objectives are acceptable, Mechanism to achieve it will not only depend 


on framing a curriculum. Document has rightly mentioned that pre-primary stage is not 
available in many states. It should be made uniformly available to all children of the country. 
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English should be taugth from class М. 


Three languages should not be there in secondary stage. It is not rational to prescribe 
any given number of books (P-39, Para 1). 


14, Mathematics and Science should be core subjects upto secondary stage. Mathematics 
and science based general (Basic) education has got due relevance with the list of objectives 
palced in this document. 'Basic Education' for all is now the acceptable goal the worldover. 
The characteristics of basic education is clearly expalained in the Delor Commission report. 


15 In respect of value education which values should be given importance ? Moral values 
or spiritual values ? Spiritual values has got relavance with that of religion education, which will 
not suit this group. In respect of moral values which is above religion we have in our hand 
immense children literature e.g. Aesop's folder, Pancharenta etc. Why don't we emphasige 
them ? Religions education will bring controversy and sectarian approach. Education in the 
mother tongue in all level is more scientific. But as students go on the ladder they require to 
learn more languages. - But how many ? We should not forget that in day school (which is our 
predominent system) the working hour is 5/6 hours, what are the most important subjects to 
ration out the time ? Sciecne and Mathematics based basic education or language loaded 
education and medium of instruction, other than regional language in country like ours where 
so may people are living below the poverty line ? 


16 H.S. level 

In H.S. we propose two languages - 1st language/regional language and English will be 
the second language being library language and at the time in some cases the language of 
vocation plus three elective courses. Separate - Board for vocational Education may be 
constituted to give due importance to this course. 


17 Evaluation : 

In respect of evaluation approach is good. But students-teachers and parents are not 
mentally prepared for this at the present point of time. Moreover tools, techniques and modes 
are yet to be developed and should be readily accessable. Our experience with doing away 
with external terminal examiner or giving emphasis on internal assessment system are not 
happy. So when this proposal is being given what new measures are suggested ? Doing away 
with external examination at the end of secondary and H.S. is not acceptable. It should recall 
that steps to improve the validity and reliability of the external examination was initiated by 


NCERT. 


18. Implementation and Managing the system А ; 
What about financing for implementation of the curricukum ? Without which 


implementation and managing the system will fail. “ЪТ. rich schools with substantial 
technological input have been the other recommendation. The council has worked out a blue 
print for smart schools which MHRD proposes to establish all over the country in limited 
numbers : Why 2 what is the intension ? If smart school is so essential why not to transforming 
all the school to smart schools ? Philosophy behind this proposal is not democratic we should 
not forget right from the wood's despat to that of Ex-Hon'ble PM Rajib Gandhi's proposal no 
such scheme could give any benifit to the cause of general public scheme like Zill Government 
school, Model School, Navoday Vidyalay all were set up in the inerest of a small section of 
people of our country and not for univerlisation of general / basic education. | 
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Group Work : Afternoon session 1.30 P.M. - 5.30 P.M. 
(11.2.2000) 
Moming Session 10.00 A.M. - 1.30 P.M. 
(12.2.2000) 


The participants felt that group recommendations / suggestions should centre round 
needs of different stages of education and the linkage between different stages of education 
instead of individaual subject centred group discussion keeping іп mind the fact ima: ihe 
discussion document has been prepared on National curriculum framework and not on 


syllabus and subjects gets their meaning within the curriculum frame of a рал --.- ==: 
education. Accordingly, the participants were divided into following three groups 


4 Elementary Education 
2 Secondary Education 
3 Senior Secondary Education 


Group work started from the afternoon session of 11.2.2000 and continued till 1.30 P.M. of 
12.2.2000 
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Recommendations / Suggestions of Group - | 
Curriculum for Elementary Education 


Prof.S.L. Jena ; Chairperson 
Prof.A.L.N. sarma 4 Rapporteur 
Prof.V.B. Shastry 

Prof.C. Biswal 


Prof.D.P. Patnaik 
Ms.Manjushree Majumadar 
Sri Suman Chakravarty 

Sri Rabindranath Biswas 
Sri Sadhan Roy 

10 Sri Prasgabt Basu 

11 Sri Avijit Majumdar 

12 Sri Sudgansu Paul 

13 Sri Amitabha Mukhopadhya 
14 Sri Sukumar Chakravarty 
15 Prof.S. Tripathy 


о Со ль ор On 


Recommendtions / Suggestions 


1 Two years of compulsory pre-primary education, preceding eight years of elementary 
education be made mandatory for all children. This pre-primary education shall be in the form of 
(i) sufficiently strengthening pre-school education component of the composite ICDS 
programme, or (ii) a parallel pre-primary education under Education Department if resource are 


available for the purpose. Ideally, strengthening existing ICDS would be a viable model. 


2 That English as proposed in the National Curriculum framework for school Education 
(2000), be introduced at class Ill level for two reasons : first, we have an extended spell of 
education with pre-primary education; second; importance of English as an international 


‚ language; and third, consideration of equality in the framework of EFA. 


3. That switching over to the regional language 25 the sole medium of instruction be done 
at the end of class || not after class V. This should be done progressively in a natural fashion. 


Class V is considered too late for mainstreaming. 


4, That there shall not be any EVS text books for class | and |. А well designed and 
comprehensive Teachers Handbooks can adeguately take care of the prescribed curriculum IN 


EVS. 


5. That EVS for classes IN-V should comprise : EVS | - Social Environment ; and EVS Ш - 
Physical Environment. However, EVS shall be taught through environment. Thus, discipline 
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" orientation to teaching and learning of EVS shall be avoided at the primary level. EVS-I shall 
include content relating to Geography History, Civics, etc.and EVS-II shall comprise Science. 


6. That para 2.5.6 on Value Education shall be carefully redrafted to avoid various effects 
of religions education. Values could infact be only caught, not taught. In other words, values 
could be infased through integration across subjects and across grades and could permeate all 
‘in-school’ and 'out-school' processes. Мо period should be earmarked for moral teaching. 


T That in the light of recent trends across the developing and developed countries, school 
year shall be lengthened and that there should be atleast 210 working days. It should not be 
restricted to 180 days. ‘Time-on-table’ shall be strictly adhered to for ensuring quality primary 
education. 


8. That the issue what should be the third language at the upper primary level needs to be 


considered carefully. Utility value of the third language, be it Hindi or be it any other modern 
Indian language, needs to be considered. 


Recommendations / Suggestions of Group Report - || 
Theme : Curriculum for Secondary Education 


Members of the Group : 


1. Prof.Ujjwal Kumar Basu, Secretary, W.B. Board of Primary Education President 
(Formerly Secretary, W.B. Board of Secondary Education) 
2. Sri Suryangshu Bhattacharya, Editor, Bulletin of Headmaster's Assn. Member 


3. Sri Sisir Ranjan Chakraborty, Ex-Headmaster, Now Member, ABTA Member 
Advisor, S.E., Project Guide, W.E.E.P.E. 
4 Sri D.K. Mahapatra, Dy.Director, School Education , Orissa. Member 
5. Sri Netai Ganguly, Member, W.B.B.S.E., S.B.M.S.S. Member 
6. Dr.D.Mukhopadhyay, Head of the Dept.Education, Kalyani University Member 
ik Dr.M.C.Chel, Principal, Sammilani Mahavidyayala, Calcutta. Member 
8 Dr. A.K.Nanerjee, Dean, Faculty of Education, Kalyani University, W.B. Member 
9 Dr.S.M. Pani, Dean, Utkel Universtiy Member 


40 Sri M.M. Mohsin, Dy.Director of School Education, W.B. Member 
11. Dr. Sukla Bhattacharya, Dept. of Education, Viswabharati University Member 
42 Sri Chanchal Kumar Banerjee, Principal, Patha Bhavan, Member 

Viswabharati University. 


13. Dr.S.Roy, Principal, Sikshshatra, Viswabharati University. Member 

14. Dr.Debalina Banerjee, Director, 1.Е.С. Member 

.15. | Prof.S.P. Anand, R.LE., Bhubaneswar, Orissa. Member 
(Rapporteur) 


Recommendations / Suggestions 


1, Since admittedly school education should have а broad-based general framework, the 


constitutional pledge of making education free and compulsory up to class VIII should be 


honoured. TO achieve Universalisation of Elementary Education (UEE), all states should follow 


a cohesive pattern of Elementary Education comprising 8 years of study, i.e. 5 years of primary 
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and 3 years of upper primary telescoped into 8 years Elementary Education. The secondary 
stage will be of 2-year duration, i.e.class IX and class X. The curriculum should have a 
continuum upto the end of the elementary stage (i.e. from Class | to Class VIII) which may be 
integrated with the curricular framework of the secondary stage (Class IX-X). The management 
and delivery system of Elementary and Secondary Education should be reframed accordingly. 


2. The constitutional motto of secularism should never be tinkered with anywhere in the 
curricular continuum. The curriculum of History and Geography should be designed in a way 
that no non-secular dilution intervenes in framing out topic-areas and incorporation of details of 
these subjects. The ideals iterated in para 3, page 56 of the document may be considered a 
good pointer to optimality. 3 


Э; The study of Science апа Mathematics up to the secondary stage should form a 
compulsory segment of the curriculum in order to facilitate scientific and rational temper among 
the learners who will be the torchbearers of futuristic vision of India. 


4. The medium of instruction in all subjects/courses of study at all levels should be the 
mother tongue or the regional languages as far as practicable. 


"5 In order to address the demands of globalization English as a second language should 
be a compulsory subject of study from Class III to Class XIII with a graded curriculum of library 
language and communicative components. One member preferred introduction of English from 
Class І. 


6. A modern Indian language or a classical language may be a third language of study in 
the last two years of Elementary Education (VII - VIII) to help the future citizens of the country 


towards inter-states communications and rapport or for formation of ideas about Indian heritage 
so far as Indian classical language is concerned. 


7 The First Language study should invariably be the Mother Tongue of the respective 
learners. The study of the First Language should be compulsory from Class | to XIII. 


8. The inventory of 83 values prepared by the NCERT which enshrine personal, corporate, 
persona-corporate ideals of ‘living together’ may be a guideline for 'value-oriented education as 
distinct from ‘value education’. The values can be plugpointed into the curriculum of different 
subjects of study, namely, Language, social studies and environmental awareness component 
of different science subjects. To nurture the ethos of pluralistic society and secular ideals 
religious instructions should not for any curricular component. 


„9, Curriculum load has been а cause celebrate' in the present time. Care should be taken 
that study-subject load is restricted to the Elementary stage. Since the curriculum is reguired to 
be graded, repetitious elements in respective course-content areas of different subjects should 
be carefully eliminated keeping in view the need for reinforcement and consolidation of ideas 


and concepts. 


10. Provisions should be made in the curriculum to cater to the concern arpas of ‘special 
need' group of learners. An entirely separate curriculum for the ‘special need’ groups may delay 
the process of mainstreaming these groups. Integrated education components may be 
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incorporated in the curricula of different subjects of study for the learners requiring attention for 

their ‘special needs’. 

11. Ways and means like ‘equivalency status’ need to be identifed for ensuring parity with 
‚ the formal system and interface between the formal and the open systems 50 that scopes for 

upward/higher studies and professional mobility may be extended to the beneficiaries of the 

open system. 


12: Health & Physical education as а composite discipline should be included in the 
curricular programme in compulsory elementary education agenda and also in the optional 
sector of secondary (Class IX & X) education. Two members opined that work education as a 
composite subjects should be compulsory up to Class X. 


18; A note on ‘national identity’ : This expression carries with it connotation that may lead to 
separatist trend in the conflicting claims of ‘purity’ of ‘national identity’. We suggest that this 
expression is to supplanted everywhere it occurs with expressions connotative of nationalism, 
patriotism, humanism which are elemental to ethnic cohesion and national integration against a 
multi-lingual, multi-religious, multi-racial setting prevailing in the country. 


14 Examination system should better be supplemented with continuous and comprehensive 


evaluation that incorporates both scholastic and non-scholastic aspects of education spread 
over the total span of instructional time (vide page 25 of the Document). 


Curricular Areas at the Secondary Level : 


' Language Group 


Class VI to X - 1* Language | - Mother Tongue/Regional Language 
: 279 Language - English 
- 39 Language - Any modern Indian language other than L1 


Science Group 
чо Mathematics : Compulsory uniform course for all up to Class X with 


inclusion of computer study components. 

Physical Science. 5 

Life Science including environmental studies components. 
History with elements of Civics. 

Geography with elements of Economics 

Work Education + Art education - Clubbed 

Physical Education + Health Education - Clubbed 


One optional subject 


юга ошо 


Social Studies ; N 
We suggest that the curriculum of History should comprise three distinctive periods : 


ancient, medieval and modern. Instead of making study of history dynasty oriented, history 
curriculum should concentrate оп the account of struggles for improved culture. Elements of 


civics should form a part of history syllabus. Geography should be taught as separate discipline 
onmental situation of the country describing climatic condition and 


incorporating therein the envir с : 
пїгу їп геїегепсе to its agriculture industry and 


. the latest and potent wealth of the cou 


commerce. 
A portion of Economic: 
due weightage. 


s & Commerce relevant to the above topics may be added with 
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like ‘Additional Mathematics’ relevant computer study components may be incorporated. 
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Recommendations / Suggestions of Group - Ш 
Curriculum for Senior Secondary Stage 


Prof.Sudin Chattopadhya - Chairperson 
Amal Banerjee 

Prasanta Dhar 

Amiya Basu 

Sanjaya Kumar Sarkar 

Dr.Dramabendu Das 

Dr.A Das Gupta 

Dr. S.B.Mohanty 

Dr.R.K.Moahnty 

Dr.A.N.Tripathy (IGNOU) 

Prof.Pradip Kumar Sengupta 

Shri P.K. Mishra, R.I.E, Bhubaneswar 

Indrani Mishra, Bhubaneswar 

Dr.V.K. Sunwani, R.I.E, Bhubaeswar, Rapporteur 
Dr.Jyotshna Mahapatra, Bhubaneswar 

Dr.Maya Das, Bhubaneswar 

Dr.A. Das Gupta, Secretary, WBCHSE. 

Dr. S.P. Mishra, Sr.Lecturer, R.I.E, Bhubaneswar 


Recommendations / Suggestions 


Higher Secondary Education is the gateway to the Higher education. It is the transitional 


stage of a student's career. After this stage it becomes apparent what a student will do in his 
future life. So, all the steps of the Higher Secondary curriculum are to be reviewed in a very 


careful logical way. 


Too much flexibility in choosing the subject combination will create problem in 


conducting the examination. Moreover, heterogeneous combination or mutually exclusive 
subject combination will not help a student in acquiring desired knowledge. The subjects should 
be so chosen that the knowledge of one subject may help the other subject to understand. So, 
" some sort of restriction should be imposed. Wisely selected subject package should be framed. 
Unrestricted combination of subjects is not acceptable. The proposal of unrestricted mobility of 
a student from non-formal to formal education in the present set up is not implementable. The 


standard of non-formal е 


ducation has not been able to reach to the desirable standard of the 


formal education. So, the equivalency/parity of the two systems of education is to be carefully 
ascertained first. It can not be denied that there is shortage of schools to accommodate all 
formal students. It shall not be possible to accommodate non-formal students. There are open 


schools and open universities. So, a para 


llel non-formal education system may be followed 


without transhipment. 


certain conditions including internal evaluation which hav 


of a large scheme of continuous evaluation that operates in 


Semestorisation is part 
е been pedagogically accepted 
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elsewhere. Before implementation of this system teachers should be trained thoroughly. The 
present teacher student ratio does not allow.it. Moreover, infrastructurally the schools have not 
yet attained level of desirable competence. Public opinion in favour of this new method of 
evaluation has not yet been crystalised. Therefore, there should not be any haste in 
implementation of senesterisation. The present public examination should be retained. 


As regards compulsory subjects, in addition to language, general studies, work 
education, Health 8 Physical education have been suggested. Our experience in work 
education & Physical education at secondary level is palpably poor in respect of 
implementation. As Higher Secondary stage is considered to be a gateway to higher education 
the subjects at this stage should be knowledge based. So, it will be unwise to introduce General 
studies, Work Education, Health & Physical education at this stage. Optimum load is already 
there, So, further load in this stage should not be increased . At this stage two language one 
Mother tongue/regional language and the other English as communication language with a little 
bit of literature may be introduced as compulsory subjects. 


In the present system the vocational education is loosing its credibility. But the 
importance of Vocational education can not be denied. So, a separate Board/Council may be 
established or conducting the Vocational education. Administration and political will is urgently 
necessary to make it relevant. In the name of value Education we apprehend that religious 
education will be given in disguise. This would have harmful effect on the tender minds of our 
young learners. We believe that enough value education could be given through literature and 
other subjects. Therefore, a separate component in the curriculum containing comparative 
study of various religion 15 considered redundant at the school stage. This group is of the 
opinion appropriate attention has not been given in the document regarding universal 
elementary education which even after a half century of independence is lamentably lacking. 
This group therefore proposes that emphatic mention regarding universal elementary education 
be made in this document. We also think any attempt to classify schools into Smart Schools, 
Model School, Navadaya Schools, hits at the root of the concept of equitable academic facility 
of all. We are also of opinion that we should stick to the recommendation of Kothari 
Commission that all the component including Mathematics & Science be treated compulsory at 
the secondary level. Therefore concept of advance & ordinary Mathematics is unacceptable. 
We find that there is a veiled attempt to encourage privatisation and commercialisation of 
education at the Higher Secondary stage in the name of accessibility of our students to modern 
scientific gadgets of education etc. We, however, discourage it. 
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VALIDICTORY SESSION : 3.30 P.M., 12ТН FEBRUARY, 2000 


The validictory meeting was presided over by Shri Nikhilesh Das, IAS, Secretary, 
School Education, West Bengal. 


Recommendations of the Group on Elementary Education was presented by 
Prof.S.L. Jena, Director, SCERT & TE, Orissa and Prof.A.L.N. Sarma, Head, DESM and 
Dean of Instruction, В.1.Е, Bhubaneswar was the rapporteur. 


Recommendations of the Group on Secondary Education was presented by 
Prof.Ujjwal Basu, Secretary, West Bengal Board of Primary Education and Dr.S.P. 
Anand, Reader in Education, R.l.E, Bhubaneswar was the rapporteur. 


Recommendations of the Group on Higher Secondary Education was presented 
by Prof.Sudin Chatopadhyaya, President, West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary 
Education and Dr.V.K. Sunwani, Head, DESSH, R.I.E, Bhubaneswar was the 


rapporteur. 


In a general summing up of the recommendations of the groups, the president, 
Sri Nikhilesh Das, Secretary, Department of School Education said observed that the 
recommendations will be send to NCERT. The recommendations of other regional 
seminars will be combined together so as to arrive at a general consensus. Shri Das 
suggested that one more round of dicussion may be organised involving 2/3 regions in 
order to arrive at a national consensus. 


Prof. DK Bhattacharjee, Principal, R.ILE, Bhubaneswar thanked the participants 
who had come out with their detailed suggestions and recommendations. He observed 
that these reports will be sent to the NCERT which will help in formulation of the national 
curriculum in the right perspective, through consensus. He said that the quality of 
interactions and discussions was very high, deliberations were highly interactive. 


Prof, Bhattacharjee said that he missed the participants from Bihar who could 
not attained probably due to election. He thanked the Hon’able Minister of Education, 
the Secretary, School Education for all the advice, help, guidance and cooperation he 
had received from them to organise the Regional Seminar in Calcutta. He also thanked 
his colleagues from curriculum groups of NCERT, representatives of teacher's 
associations, eminent educationists, Chairpersons of various Boards/ Councils, Facultu 
members of various universities, Government officials, Principals of CTEs/IASEs, 
Director's of SCERT, teachers, Headmasters, faculty members of Bhubaneswar other 


institutes for their participation. 


Prof. Bhattacharjee had all praise for the Director, SCERT, West Bengal who 
was the nodal officer, and who had worked hard to make the programme a success. 
Prof Bhattacharjee expressed special thanks to WBSEB for all the help rendered, to the 
Udayachal Tourist Lodge, to the media, his colleagues from the R.I.E, Bhubaneswar, 
FA NCERT Calcutta and other officials involved in the seminar. 
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Appendix - 1 


REGIONAL SEMINAR TO DISCUSS THE DISCUSSION DOCUMENT ON NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK FOR SCHOOL EDUCATION 


VENUE : 


SEMINAR ROOM NO.1 BIDYUT BHAWAN, WEST BENGAL STATE 


BOARD ELECTRICITY, 7TH FLOOR SALT LAKE CALCUTTA -91 


DURATION : 41-12 FEBRUARY, 2000 


LIST OF PARTICIPANTS (ORISSA) 


1. Sri Danda Nirodha Mishra, IAS 6. 
President 
Board of Secondary Education 
Bajrakabati Road 
Cuttack - 753 001 
Orissa. 


2: Prof.T. Ргадћап 
Ex-Vice Chancellor he 
Utkal Universtly 
UGC Emeritus Professor of Physics 
Gajapati Nagar 
Bhubaneswar - 751 005 
Orissa 


3. Prof.S.L.Jena 
Director, ТЕ & SCERT 
Government of Orissa 
Unit-4, Bhubanewar - 751001 
Orissa 


4. Dr.D.P. Patnaik 
Ex-Director, CIEFL 
Mysore. 

Present Address : 
B188, Baramunda Duplex 
Bhubaneswar - 3 


10. 


5: Prof.V.B. Shastri 
Rtd. Principal, RNIASE 
N-1 61/A 
IRC Village 
Nayapalli - 751015 
Bhubaneswar 
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Prof. Shebak Tripathy 
Principal 

Dr.P.M. Institute of 
Advanced Studies in Edn 
V.S.S. Nagar 
Sambalpur-768 001 
Orissa. 


Dr.Sunil Behari Mohanty 
Head PG Dept. of Edn 
Gandadhar Mehar College 
Sambalpur - 768 001 
Orissa. 


Dr.Chakradhar Biswal 
Deputy Director, SCERT 
Government of Orissa 
Unit-IV, BBSR - 751 001 
Orissa. 


Shri R.K. Mohanty 
Dy.Secretary 

Council of Higher Sec.Edn. 
Pragnyapith, Samantapur 
Bhubaneswar - 751013 
Orissa. 


Dr.S.N. Pani 

Principal 

Radhanath Insititute of 
Advanced Studies in Edn. 
Cuttack - 758 002 
Orissa. 


11. 


13. 


15. 


16. 


17 


18. 


сони ap onu 


Dr.Maya Das 

Sr.Lecturer 

Utkal Sangeet Mahavidyalaya 
Bhubaneswar - 751 001 
Orissa 


Dr.K.B. Mohapatra 
Dy.Director 

Directorate of Sec.Education 
Bhubaneswar 

Orissa. 


Smt.Indrani Mishra 

Lecturer 

Utkal Sangeet Mahavidyalaya 
Bhubaneswar - 751 001 
Orissa 


Dr. A.L.N. Sarma 

Professor & Head, DESM & 
Dean of Instruction 

Regional Institute of Education 
Bhubaneswar - 751 022 
Orissa 


Dr. V.K. Sunwani 

Head, DESSH 

Regional Institute of Education 
Bhubaneswar - 751 022 
Orissa 


Dr. S.P. Anand 

Reader in Education 

Regional Institute of Education 
Bhubaneswar - 751 022 
Orissa 


Sri P.K. Mishra 

Reader in Political Science 
Regional Institute of Education 
Bhubaneswar - 751 022 
Orissa 


Dr.(Mrs.) Jyostna Mohapatra 
Sr.Lecturer 

Regional Institute of Education 
Bhubaneswar - 751 022 
Orissa. 
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22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


Dr.S.P. Mishra 
Sr.Lecturer 

Regional Institute of Edn. 
Bhubaneswar - 751 022 
Orissa. 


Prof. D.K. Bhattacharjee 
Principal 

Regional Institute of Edn. 
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Mrs.Bela De 

Chairperson 
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Sri Nikhilesh Das, IAS 
Secretary 

School of Education Dpt. 
Govemment of West Bengal 
Bikash Bhawan 

Calcutta. 


Sri Debasis Basu, IAS 
Joint Secretary 
Department of School Edn. 
Bikash Bhawan 

Calcutta. 


Prof. Pabitra Sarkar 
Chairman 

West Bengal State Council 
of Higher Education 

147 А, Rashbihari Avenue 
Calcutta - 29 


Prof.Subhankar Chakrovarty 
Vice-Chancellor 

Rabindra Bharati University 
Calcutta. 
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Prof.Sudhin Bandopadyay 
President 

West Bengal Council of 
Higher Secondary Education 
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President 

West Bengal Board of 
Secondary Education 
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Prof.Bhabesh Moitra 
President 

West Bengal Board of Primary 
Education 
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Dr. A.N. Tripathy 

Asst. Regional Director 
IGNOU Regional Centre 
Calcutta. 


Prof. Md. Rafatullah 
Director, SCERT 
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Calcutta. 


Prof. Sujit Mookharjee 
SCERT 
Calcutta. 


Md.Ziauddin Hyder 
Secretary 

West Bengal Board of 
Madrash Education 
Calcutta - 16. 


Dr. Ashok Das Gupta 
Secretary 

West Bengal Council of 
Higher Sec.Education 
Calcutta. 


Prof. Pradip kr.Sengupta 
Dean, Arts, Commerce & Law 
University of North Bengal 
Darjeeling 
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Prof.A.K. Banerjee 
Dean, Education 
Kalyani University 
Kalyani, Calcutta 


Prof. Sanjay Hr.Sarkar 
West Bengal University 
of Animal Sciences 
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Calcutta. 


Prof.Ujjal Kr.Basu 
Secretary 

West Bengal Board of 
Primary Education 
Calcutta. 


Dr.Dulal Mukhopadyay 
Head, Dept. Of Education 
Kalyani University 
Kalyani, West Bengal 


Sri M.M. Mohsin 
Dy.Director 

Dept. Of School Education 
Govt. Of West Bengal 
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Drsukla Bhattacharya 
Dept. Of Education 
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Prof.(Dr.)Debalina Banerjee 
Director 

Institute of English 

119 S.P.Mukherjee Road 
Calcutta - 26. 


Sri J.B. Kaski 
President 

District School Board 
Darjeeling 
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West Bengal Board of 
Secondary Education 
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West Bengal Board of Madrasa 


Education, Calcutta. 
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